
Minutes of Executive Meeting of the Amiens History Association 

Held on Sunday 28 March 2021 at 3.30 pm 

At the Amiens Legacy Centre 

 

Present:   Morwenna Harslett, Roger and Colleen Willis, David and Marlene Muir, Heather 

Dux, Frank Arcidiacono, Alex and Denise Harslett, Karen and Peter Klemm 

 Apologies: Deb Wheeler. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Presented by Peter Klemm.  Nil outstanding accounts.  Signatories 

Peter Whitelaw and Roger Willis are to be deleted from the account with Bendigo Bank.  
Moved Peter Klemm, seconded Marlene Muir.      Carried. 

Corporate membership details will be on the web site. Refer Peter’s email and include in 
minutes.  Place minutes on the website and review at a later date. 

Treasurer’s report was moved by Peter Klemm and seconded by Frank Arcidiacono. 

Business Arising:  Denise will follow up on a tour group from Toowoomba who are 

interested in paying us a visit.  Frank Arcidiacono has placed the coat of arms on the 
carriage. 

Correspondence:  Inward:  Little Theatre has made an approach to hold a scavenger hunt 

to raise funds.  Email from RSL advising us that we are the recipients of a donation. The 
Muirs agreed to attend as representatives. 

Outward:  Re Roger’s submission – Letters of support from SSHS and St Josephs have been 
organised by Frank.  Refer to agenda for further details. 

Reports: 

Building Report:  Nothing to report.  

History:   

1. Blogs for The Settlement News 

This year I will once again be concentrating on of Soldier Settlers who have links with the 

Kyoomba Sanatorium. You would have seen I started the year with a story about Walter 

William Corliss Nelson & James Robert Quinnell. Their descendants Robert & Glynis Quinnell 

had earlier donated two beautifully framed photographs of their relatives to the AHA. I will 

be looking at doing more on that later. 

2. Website 



During my recovery I once again looked at our website and have discussed simplifying the 

site with Morwenna. We are currently looking at putting relative information together so it 

is easier to source. I would also like to look at including a searchable list of our soldier 

settlers.  

3. Link from other website 

The SDRC was successful in securing a grant from DVA to have a virtual memorial built to 

honour the Soldiers, Doctors, Nurses, workers and others associated with the Kyoomba 

Sanatorium. I have been contracted to build the site and want to insert links from the men 

who were at both the sanatorium and the soldier’s settlement. This will give the AHA 

further exposure and hopefully we will connect with more relatives of these men. 

Morwenna, Deb and Paula to work on creating a similar reciprocal database. 

4. Carriage layout 

After working at the carriage I have given careful consideration to the layout of what we 

have on display and how things are laid out. In order to achieve a better flow I   would like 

to propose a few changes for you to consider. At the moment we have everything all mixed 

together in the carriage. Things to consider: 

a. Change the Prince’s seating area and turn it into a reading/library/research area. 

b. Shop area needs to be a distinct space so people can see at a glance what is available 

for purchase. 

c. When we get the storage shed and items are transferred from the Passchendale 

Shed we could look at putting some of the display items in the cleared space thus 

creating more space to spread out in the carriage.  

 

5. Copies of scrap books need to be made available as the originals are getting shabby.  
RSL sponsorship has been sought for this purpose. Morwenna has a staff member, 
Jemma Boston, who has skills with Microsoft Publisher. Moved Marlene Muir, 
seconded Heather Dux that we seek funding to pay Morwenna’s staff to put 
documents into consumer accessible forms. Carried. 

We should be keeping one of each saleable item in the carriage and rest should be 
retrievable from another area.  We cannot proceed with this until we have more space. 

Landscaping:  Mosiacs were suggested for the ramp but this idea to be discussed further at 
a later date. 

It was suggested that cut out metal figures be placed around the site and along Memorial 
Drive (indigenous, tin mining could be considered).  This is to be placed on the agenda and 
discussed at the next meeting. 

Moved Alec Harslett and seconded Karen Klemm that we proceed with the ramp provided 
that the work is done by a certified tradesperson such as Eric Ros and is compliant with all 
necessary regulations.  We have a quote for $876.  Carried. 



Alec Harslett moved and Colleen Willis seconded this report.       Carried. 

ALC Stage 2:  Nothing to report. 

Membership:  Colleen will email new members.  We have had 2 resignations.  Moved 
Colleen Willis and seconded Roger Willis that the new members be accepted.  Carried. 

Publicity: Heather suggests that we join Australian Tourism website which is free at the 
moment during COVID and usually costs $200 per year.  This is a great opportunity to get 
our information out there taking full advantage of it while it is free. Moved Heather Dux and 
seconded Roger Willis for Heather to go ahead with this.  Carried. 

Roger also suggested the Places of Pride website and he will investigate if we are currently 
listed. 

Settlement News:  We need to index each article to ensure it has a topic so we can create a 
library when we have more space. Morwenna to follow up on this. 

General Business:  There are two groups of Freemasons interested in doing a tour.  More 

details are pending. 

SDRC want a representative from our group to sit on an oversee committee.  It was 
suggested that Deb Wheeler would be suitable.  This group is to be chaired by Steve Tancred 

Survey:  Copy can be found in dropbox. 

It was agreed that the name remain the same with an additional caveat to be attached to 
the Granite Rock Sign. Wording yet to be decided. 

There was a very poor response to the survey other than by committee members but a clear 
indication that an annual Armistice Day event be established. An ANZAC Day event was also 
popular – the Harslett Family (with a push by Foxbar Falls) is to organise a low-key event for 
ANZAC Day.  

Bus tours along Armistice Way were a popular suggestion. Proposed that we could conduct 
bus tours (3 hrs for $50) and advertise these on our web page. Further discussion needed. 

Website and Calendar: Could all details and dates of upcoming events and tour groups be 
forwarded to Morwenna H., please so they can be added to the calendar on the website. 

Meeting closed at 5.10 pm. 

Next general meeting will be held on Thursday 29th April 2021, 5pm at 33 Franco’s place – 
33 Greenup Street.  


